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THE HOME OF   MANKIND

as soon as the forests were gone, that fertile soil which for so many
years had faithfully clung to the rocky surface of the hill-sides was
brutally washed away and the barren slopes became a menace to
the surrounding country-side. The rain was then no longer held
captive by the turf and by the roots of the trees, but was able to

THE GLACIERS IN AMERICA

rush down in torrents and cataracts, destroying everything it met
on its way towards the valleys and plains.
And this unfortunately is not said in a flight of high rhetorical
exaggeration. We don't have to go back to the glacial periods
when, for reasons as yet unexplained, the whole of northern
Europe and northern America lay buried beneath a heavy blanket
of ice and snow which dug such dangerous grooves through entire
mountain ranges* We need only go as far back as the era of
the Romans, who were first-rate exploiters (weren't they the
* practical men * of antiquity?) and who in less than five genera-